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drilled in the same company of the Landsturm
as Schleiermacher, and when they offered to make
him an officer declined with, "Here I am only fit
for a private/' The women were as zealous as the
men. They hastened to turn their husbands'
blue Sunday coats into uniforms and otherwise
equip them for the campaign. They sent their
jewelry and silver plate to the mint, and it was
considered a high mark of honour to wear the simple
iron ring with the inscription "gold I gave for iron."
It has been calculated that as many as 150,000
wedding-rings must thus have been exchanged.
Gneisenau wrote that he could scarcely refrain
from tears at the sight of so much true nobility
of soul, so much patriotism as was everywhere
shown.

Was there so much merit then in raising an
army against Napoleon, who had just lost nearly
half a million of his best troops? Yes, because in
comparison with the little state of Prussia whose
whole population could have found shelter within
the walls of one of our great cities, France's
resources were inexhaustible. By the 1st of
April decrees of the French Senate had called out
no less than 660,000 men. The new troops, indeed,
were largely composed of mere infants, two-thirds
of them being under twenty years of age. But
there were veterans who could be withdrawn from
Spain, Portugal, and Italy.

The way in which Napoleon formed his raw
material into regiments, officering them, equipping